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and two years later he was fortunate enough to bring
himself again under their command. At the head of
another expedition, as ill-found as the first, Buckingham
early in June, 1627, effected a landing on the Isle of Khe",
and laid siege to St. Martin, the citadel of the island.
Its capture proved a more difficult matter than he had
expected. Already nearly a fortnight had been ex-
pended in fruitless attempts when Buckingham's anxieties
were further increased by unwelcome news. A young
gentleman was announced with an important verbal
message from the lips of the King. It was George
Monk, who at the risk of his life had made his way
through France; though ignorant of the language he
had penetrated the army which lay before Eochelle, and
so reached Rh6 with the intelligence that a large com-
bined naval and military force was being prepared in
France to relieve the island.

For this daring service, the risks of which it is difficult
to exaggerate, Sir John Borough gave him a commis-
sion as ensign in his own regiment, of which Sir Richard
Grenville was major, or sergeant-major, as the rank then
was, a rank involving all the duties which are now
performed by adjutants, as well as the command of a
company. It was most probably his kinsman's colours that
the young ensign carried, and this is why he always
regarded Sir Eichard as his father-in-arms. For now
he had begun in earnest his career as a professional
soldier, and it was with every opportunity of laying
the foundations of that consummate technical knowledge
which afterwards distinguished him. To enforce the
sound teaching of his colonel came the appalling disaster
with which the expedition closed. It was a lesson he